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THE EL-TEKKIYEH INSCRIPTIONS1 

ON the twenty-first day of November, 1910 (at the sugges- 
tion of the Rev. J. E. Hanauer, the veteran archaeologist of 

Damascus), with two of my students, Messrs. C. H. Lager 
and W. C. Wood, I visited the el-Tekkiyeh station of the 

FrIGURE 1.--EL-TEKKIYEH, BY TIIE RIVER BARADi IN ANTI-LEBANON, 

LOOKING NORTHWEST. 

French railway, thirty-four kilometers from the Beramke sta- 
tion at Damascus, and passed six hours in examining three 

1 In the examination of the inscriptions on the spot Mr. Wood was of the 

greatest service, owing to his practical skill in the determination of the letters. 
He also took many photographs, of which the three broad fragments of Columns 
B and C are fair samples. Mr. Lager has given by far the greatest amount of 
time to all the problems involved; he suggested also the idea of connecting the 
name of Quietus with the rebuilding of the Roman road from Heliopolis (Ba'albek) 
to Damascus, and to him are due in their entirety the readings, actual and con- 

jectured, for Column C. 
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Roman milestones opposite the station, in copying the inscrip- 
tions contained thereon, and in taking photographs of them. 
The present relative position of the columns is of no moment, 
since they were removed in 1893 two kilometers to the west- 
ward from the railway gap, where they had been buried, prob- 
ably for centuries, 10 feet below the surface. Column A (see 
below) is of a reddish white marble, Columns B and C, of 
limestone. The letters of the Al inscription are 3 inches high, 
those of the A2 and B inscriptions, 1 , and of C, 1) inches. 

FIGURE 2.--THE INSCRIPTION OF HADRIAN. COLUMN A' (OBVERSE). 

For the rest, the measures given in Clermont-Ganneau's Recueil 
d'Archdologie Orientale, II (1898), pp. 35 sq.,' as furnished by 
the late M. J. Ldytved, consul at Beirftt for Denmark, Sweden, 
and Norway, are approximately correct, and the testimony of 
three of the inscriptions is given in substaice, though mistakes 
were made in the decipherment, and no facsimiles were given. 
In these two facts lies our excuse for presenting this supple- 
mentary report on these interesting stones. 

1 Cf. the same report in Revue Arch~ologique, troisibme Sdrie, XXX, 1897, 
pp. 234 sq., and the inscriptions reproduced in C..L. III, Sup. 14177. 
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The marble miliarium (Column A) was probably erected 
early in the reign of Hadrian, 117 A.D., and the obverse A' 
(Fig. 2) was then engraved upon the stone. In the reign of 
Constantine the Great, between 333 and 337 A.D., the reverse A 
(Fig. 3) was cut upon the Pillar of Hadrian. It will be ob- 
served that the third line of this inscription had to be prolonged 
into the space between the second and third lines of the 
Hadrian writing. 

The completed text of Column A' is as follows : 

IMP(ERATORI) CAeS(ARI), DIVI TrAIANI 
PARTHICI FIL(IO), DIVI NERVAE 

NEPOTI, TRAIANO HADRIANO 

AUG(USTO) GERM(ANICO) DACICO PARTHICO 

P(ONTIFICI) M(AXI MO), TRIB(U N ICIAE) 
POT(ESTATIS), P(ATRI) P(ATRIAE) 

M I L(IA) PASS(U U M) 
II 

The e and r are so indicated because the original is some- 
what mutilated here, but the letter taken for E is as nearly 
like it as anything else, and in the photograph the R appears 
nearly complete. 

The V, read by Mr. Laytved just before Aug., is simply a 
break in the marble, and the O in Parthico, neglected by him, 
is as clear as it could possibly be. 

The use of Augustus, indicating the ruling emperor, for 
divus, which is frequently attributed to the deified deceased 
monarch, shows that the monument was set up during Ha- 
drian's reign. He succeeded his adoptive father, Trajan, as 
emperor in August, 117 A.D. He counted his TR. P. II from 
December 10, 117, and his COS. II from January 1, 118, and 
the renewal occurred each year on these dates. In 135 A.D., 
when he had returned from Palestine after the dearly-bought 
victory over the Jews at Bether (Bittir), the Senate conferred 
upon him the title IMP. II. The absence of a number after 
the Trib. Pot. of our inscription suggests a date for it between 
August and December 10, 117 A.D. 

It is worth while to contemplate a possibility respecting the 
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erection of this monument. We may remind ourselves, then, 
that while Trajan was subduing the Parthians during his latest 
years, the Jews in Palestine and the neighboring regions re- 
belled against him and attempted to expel the Romans from 
their country. The emperor therefore ordered the Mauritanian 
prince, Lucius Quietus, to purge the provinces of the Jews. 

FIGURE 3.--THE CONSTANTINE INSCRIPTION. COLUMN A2 (REVERSE). 

In consequence of his strict obedience to this order, the legate, 
about 116 A.D., was promoted to the governorship of the con- 
tested territory. Suddenly Trajan died, and his successor was 
compelled to visit the East .and to advance as far as Egypt in 
order to restore tranquillity. It is likely, then, that Quietus, 
who was responsible for the public roads and would be par- 
ticularly anxious to win the favor of the new emperor now 



THE EL-TEKKIYEH INSCRIPTIONS 527 

approaching his land, ordered his cities and districts to repair 
the imperial road between Damascus and Hleliopolis (Ba'albek), 
and that the people of Abila, the present Sfik Wady Barada, 
then the capital, of the tetrarchy of Abilene (Luke iii. 1), 
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FIGURE 4.-- THE SECOND CONSTANTINE INSCRIPTION. COLUMN B. 

erected this marble column two Roman miles to the westward 
of their city. Since Trajan had distinguished himself so much 
in the Parthian wars, and had adopted in the summer of 116 A.D. 
the title Parthicus, it is natural that the governor should honor 
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FIGURE 5.--DETAILS OF COLUMN B. 
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FIGURE 6.--DETAILS OF COLUMN B. 
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the new emperor with the same epithet. This appears to be the 
first time that Parthicus is found in the Oriental inscriptions of 
Hadrian. The use of such a term confirms us in the assign- 
ment of an early date for the inscription, since the term would 
not be adopted after Hadrian had made Armenia independent 
and had yielded the territory east of the Euphrates to the 
Parthians. 

The text of A2 follows: 

ddd N N N N 

CONrTANTINO MAXImO 

UICTORIACTRIUmFATORI 

(rem PC RAU SST 
CON rTANTI NOCT 

CON(TANTIOCT 
CON (TANT NObb 

CA6 (( 

In Triumfatori the dative ending i, omitted by Mr. Liytved, 
is perfectly legible. Constante is read correctly, although the 
name is found regularly with a final i. 

Column B (Figs. 4, 5, and 6) and Column C (Figs. 7 and 8) 
are at present standing beside one another. Column B con- 
tains a duplicate of Column A2. With symbols explained and 
full names restored the text follows: 

D(OMIN IS) N(OST R I S) 
CONSTANTINO MAX1MO 

VICTORI AC TRIUMFATORI 

SEMPER AUG(USTO) ET 
CONSTANTINO ET 
CONSTANTIO ET 

CONSTANTE, NOB(I U. LSSI M IS) 
C A E S (A R I B US) 

The photographs of this inscription show, before aximo in 
the second line, a good mT in place of the unmeaning IP of the 
first decipherment. 
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The first letter of the third line (V) is not doubtful, though 
not previously noted on the stone. 

For the adoption of N for RI in Triumphatori (Laytved), 
we found no evidence either on stone or photograph. 
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FIGURE 7.--THE MUTILATED INSCRIPTION. COLUMN C. 

Here follow photographs of Column C (Figs. 7 and 8), 
accompanied by a drawing of what remains of the inscription 
(Fig. 9) and an attempted restoration of the text. 
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FIGURE 8. - COLUMN C. 
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DOMINIS NOSTRIS 
K N TANTINO 

ABILA II 
KQN TANTINO MAXIMO 

VICTORI AC TRIVMFATORI 

SEMPER AVGVSTO, DEFENSORI 

QVIETIS PVB L CAE, ET FL 
CL KQMTANTINO ET FL 
IVL KIN N TANTIO ET FL 
IVL KONWTANTE NOBIL!SSIMIS 

CAESARIBVS 

MILlA PASSVVM XXX HELLOPO LlS 

We have here both Latin and Greek letters, and, in the 
amended text, the names of the emperors are given in Greek 
capitals. Whether the N is omitted from the eighth line acci- 
dentally, or intentionally, to distinguish son from father, cannot 
be determined. 

It is evident that the inscription has been intentionally, as 
well as seriously, mutilated; so much so that, while we can be 
reasonably certain of the recorded distance from Abila (Siik 
Wady Baradh), that from Heliopolis (Ba'albek) is involved in 
serious question, owing to the destroyer's frequent use of cross 
cuts resembling an X. Still, the regularity of the cross strokes 
in the last line, and the use of a good m before them, make it 
probable that the four letters have been read correctly. If 
there is an O after the record of distance, it may perhaps stand 
for On, and prove an Egyptian influence on this eccentric scribe. 

The phrase that gave particular offence to the destroyer 
appears to have been "defender of public peace," an expres- 
sion which is found also in an Alexandrian inscription of 
Constantine published in C.I.L. III, 17. That these were the 
words actually used here is rendered practically certain by the 
presence of KUI at the beginning of the seventh line. 

CHARLES RUFUS BROWN, 
Director of the American School of Oriental 

Research in Jerusalem, 1910-11. 
NEWTON CENTRE, MASSACHUSETTS. 
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